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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NASSAU 01359 231917Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HA-05 10-14 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-20 VO-03 CA-01 INSE-00 CG-00 DOTE-OO 
JUSE-00 /102W 

031505 240914Z/23 

R231815Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NASSAU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1201 
INFO AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE 

UNCLAS NASSAU 1359 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SGEN, SHUM. CGEN, BF, HA 

SUBJECT: GCOB DEPORTATION OF ILLEGAL HAITIANS 

REF: (A) NASSAU 1288 (B) NASSAU 1297 

1 . THE BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT'S CRACKDOWN ON ILLEGAL 
HAITIAN IMMIGRANTS (REFTELS) HAS CREATED A MASS EXODUS 
OF HAITIANS FROM THE BAHAMAS TO FLORIDA ACCORDING TO 
EDWARD T. SWEENEY, CHIEF, INS, MIAMI, IN AN INTERVIEW 

IN THE NASSAU GUARDIAN ON JUNE 20, 1978. 

2. SWEENEY WENT ON TO SAY THAT HAITIANS ARE ENTERING 
FLORIDA ILLEGALLY BY BOAT AND PLANE. THE US COAST GUARD 
HAS, ACCORDING TO REPORTS RECEIVED HERE, INTERCEPTED A 
TOTAL OF EIGHT BOATLOADS OFF THE FLORIDA COAST, WITH 

189 PERSONS ABOARD, SINCE THE GCOB BEGAN ITS ROUNDUP 
12 DAYS AGO. 

3. IN A FRONT PAGE STORY ON JUNE 22, THE TRIBUNE REVEALED 
THAT IN A TELEPHONE INTERVIEW WITH CARL J. REIDINGER, CHIEF, 

FLORIDA BORDER PATROL, HAITIANS WERE PAYING A 

GOING RATE OF $1,000 BY PLANE AND $500 BY BOAT TO BE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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SMUGGLED INTO FLORIDA. REIDINGER ALSO STATED "THIS 
IS A RACKET AND BAHAMIANS ARE DEFINITELY INVOLVED." 

4. NASSAU POLICE HAVE INDICATED THAT HAITIANS BEING 
DEPORTED AND WHO ARE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE TWO 
WEEK GRACE PERIOD GRANTED BY THE BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT 
ARE FLYING TO GRAND BAHAMAS, BIMINI AND ANDROS 
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ISLAND WHICH ARE THE CLOSEST JUMPING-OFF PLACES 
FOR THE USA. 

TAYLOR 
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